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Public, private efforts against human trafficking
zero corruption: Pemudah is at the

forefront of bringing change to society to
benefit Malaysia and lawabiding citizens

having used a variety of
laws to prosecute traffick
ers.

The main source of ref
erences for this bill in

cludes transnational pro
tocols signed and ratified
by Malaysia previously,
such as the Trafficking in
Persons Protocol and the
United Nations Conven

tion against Transnation
al Organised Crime.

Datuk
Nicholas

To ensure the smooth and ef

S.Zefferys
is a member of
Pemudah and

immediate past
president of
the American

fective implementation of this bill,
a Fiveyear National Action Plan
Against Trafficking In Persons
(20102015) was also launched.

Some 20 government ministries,
agencies, and nongovernmental

Chamber of

organisations (NGOs) are affected
by and involved in implementing

Commerce

the 2007 bill.

Malaysian

A RECENT exclusive ar

ticle by New Straits
Times on bogus mar
riages for engaging in
illegal activi
ties is commendable. Al

though the root causes of
the problem were insuf
ficiently addressed, the

article highlighted and
raised awareness about

global and regional hu
man trafficking.
The fastestgrowing
criminal industry in the
world is second in prof
itability only to drug traf
ficking. Malaysia is pri
marily a destination
country for trafficking.
Victims are sourced from

neighbouring countries
for sexual and labour ex

ploitation.

Malaysia has fluctuated from
once being in the bottom Tier 3 of
the United States' State Depart
ment annual ranking of countries
on trafficking, to Tier 2, and at
times, between Tiers 2 and 3, like
most Asian countries. But com

paratively, Malaysia has
shown significant im
provement in combating
this issue.

Parliament passed an
AntiTrafficking In Per
sons Act in 2007 (Act 670
Amended in 2010) after

They collectively form a Council
For AntiTrafficking In Persons un
der the home affairs minister,

chaired by the ministry's secre
tarygeneral.
The council makes recommen

dations on prevention and sup
pression, monitoring and datacol
lection, legislation, enforcement,
protection and rehabilitation, cre
ating public awareness, opening of
public shelters, and providing
training.
A leading NGO in this effort is the

Human Rights Commission of
Malaysia, which has championed a
regional approach or an Asean Dec
laration Against Trafficking In Per
sons and a Regional Trafficking In
Persons Information Centre.

Another NGO, Tenaganita, has
built its programmes around anti
trafficking, migrant and refugee

rights protection, health and
HIV/AIDS, and business account

ability and responsibility.
Foreign embassies, also, have a
significant role in advising their
nationals to ensure that their em

ployment agencies are reliable and
registered.
Similarly, the private sector has a
responsibility to assure legal hiring
procedures are practised among its
agents and also the humane treat
ment of employees.
The issue and the attendant

problems are massive and com
plex, requiring a largescale, com
prehensive and coordinated re
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sponse.

It must be addressed on a holistic
basis and must be enforced. All the

players and stakeholders need to
function on a coordinated basis.

The nature of the problem and its
causes must be regularly updated
* Continued next page

Participants at an antihuman trafficking conference in a Kuala
Lumpur hotel recently.

We are all for pursuing and prosecuting criminals
* From Page 16
and defined, since criminals will

continually adjust to measures tak
en. The path forward to a civil so
ciety is a tenuous one in seeking the
truth. One of Pemudah's fundamen

tal values is zero corruption of any
form and no effort should be spared
in pursuing and prosecuting crim
inals.

Pemudah is a highpowered task
force to address bureaucracy issues
in businessgovernment dealings.
The balance in arriving at that
goal can be the difference between
smart policing as opposed to a police
state. In all the efforts that Pemudah

has undertaken, it is mindful of its
core values, one of which is facil

itate, don't hamper.
This can perhaps be better un
derstood in the context of the Pe

mudah principle that we should de
velop solutions that do not hamper
or penalise the 99 per cent lawabid

ing citizens for the unlawful activity
of the one per cent.
Pemudah is grateful to the NST for

its civic mindedness in helping to
promote Pemudah's agenda and
successes over the years. These sue
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cesses are borne of disciplined im lenges in its quest to increase recting a problem be done so with
plementation by civil servants Malaysia's global competitiveness. out causing undue difficulties for
through their ministries and agen Its mission includes the prime min the majority of lawabiding Ma
cies.

laysians.
ister s request to also give preference
Pemudah remains undeterred
to
the
people's
welfare
through
ini
ments is diminished when some
and vigorously intent in this quest
tiatives.
for a civil society that benefits
characterise it as boasting. Aware
This requires full transparency,
ness of these successes helps to
Malaysia and its lawabiding peo
sensitivity and care to ensure that
build a culture of excellence.
ple.
any rigorous pursuit towards cor
Pemudah still faces many chal

Publicising these accomplish

