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Rise in students dying from AIDS
PETALING JAYA: There has been a HIV cases from 2008 to 2010 was
dramatic jump in the number of at a steady 25 per cejjt. • * .
students contracting HIV, with
These figures are striking conip
people aged 2039 forming the pared to those from the period
between 1986 to 2007. ,/
largest segment.
The total number of new cases
Over the earlier 22year period,
of Malaysians infected with HIV only 205 students had been found
and AIDS had held steady over the to be HIV positive, while only 48
were found to be suffering from
five years since 2008.
The number of cases in 2008 AIDS. Over the 2008 to 2012 peri
was 4,633, while in 2012, the fig od, 35 students died from either

situation; and that the HIV epi
demic in this country continues to
be driven by sexual transmission
since beginning 2010."
She encouraged students, espe
cially those who engage in high
risk behaviours, to get tested reg
ularly and be aware of their HIV
status.

" To address the rising number
of new HIV infections among stu
HIV or AIDS.
ure was 4,799.
dents, the management of univer
The number of deaths from
The ministry was not forthcom sities and colleges must also make
HIV and AIDS over the period, ing in outlining the details, but it accurate HIV information accessi
however, declined from 1,050 in is believed that the majority of ble to their students," she said.

2008 to 702 in 2012.

students newlydiagnosed as HIV
In 2008, only 28 students con infected were college and univer
tracted HIV and seven contracted
sity students.
AIDS. ,
Malaysia Aids Council
That figure rose to 35 and six in Executive Director Roswati Ghani
2009,44 and eight in 2010 and 69 said they are deeply concerned by

"They should formalise HIV
education in the curriculum and

provide counselling services that
are evidencebased while, at the

same time, respecting the stu
dents' sensitivities and rights."
and 15 in 2011.
The health ministry, upon
the growing number of new HIV
learning of a student diagnosed as
But in 2012, a startling 170 stu infections among students. *
dents contracted HIV while 16
positive or having AIDS, will
"What's also alarming is the HIV
set in motion a chain of actions.
contracted AIDS.
proportion
of
hew
HIV
cases
The number of students con
The amount spent in response
reported in the younger age
tracting HIV tjiat year saw an group of 1329 years, to the over to HIV and AIDS, such as on anti
explosion of 148 per cent — from all population (1 to 4 in 2012)," retroviral therapy and treatment,
69 to 170.
medicines and campaigns, since
she said.
In contrast, the increase of new

" We are also cognizant of this

1993 has reached RM1.23 billion.

